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Acceleration of Government Functions in the Development of
Tourism Villages: The Case of Dermaji

Abstract

This research analyzes the local government's functions in developing a village into a tourism
centre. This study uses Ryas Rasyid's concepts of regulatory function, service function,
empowerment function and development function, these function's implementation is viewed
from Cooper's theory of tourism components. The research used the descriptive method with a
qualitative approach, applying field studies observations, interviews, and documentation for
data collection. It has been revealed that the obstacles faced in the implementation of the local
government function, include: the absence of regional regulations regarding tourism villages;
lack of competent human resources; less optimal promotional activities; minimal government
support; lack of coordination between stakeholders; insufficient tourism facilities and
infrastructure; and lack of coaching by local governments of tourism development actors. In
order to overcome these obstacles, local governments are making efforts to: improve the quality
of human resources; increasing promotional activities through internet as well as repackaging
tourist attractions activities; coordinating between sectors in planning and in implementation;
allocating funds to establish appropriate tourism facility and infrastructure; offering more
guidance to the community and tourism business actors and also allocating special funds for
the construction of road access to the Dermaji Village as a tourism destination area.

Keywords: Government Functions, Development, Tourism Village.
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Introduction

Development of the tourism sector has been one of Indonesia's key government work
programs and its development is meant to be sustainable in accordance with the objectives of
national development. The sector is seen as an alternative to increasing regional revenue from
the non-oil and gas sector and expand employment opportunities and absorb labor. The
purpose is to encourage regional development and increase the welfare and prosperity of the
people by enriching the national culture and maintaining the national personality by
prioritizing local knowledge, wisdom and values as the basis for tourism development in the

country.

Gluckmann defines tourism as a whole relationship and interaction between humans who only
exist temporarily in a place and that place. Hans Buchli and Schulaland in Warpani (2007: 28)
further define tourism as a "combination of various activities engaged in by people who leav
their residence to a certain area temporarily." There is a similarity in the definition of tourism
i.e., leaving one's daily residence to go to another place for a while, thus the discussion of
tourism will inevitably discuss a location or space to accommodate any tourist or tourism
activity.

Banyumas Regency in Central Java Province of Indonesia is a district that has tourism

potential that can be developed, from mountain tourism to educational tourism. A kind of

alternative tourism referred to as a tourist village is being developed in addition to existing

nature-based attractions. This tourist village offers tourism activities that emphasize

experiential elements and active forms of tourism that involve tourists having direct contact
1
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ABSTRACT

ARTICLE INFO Purpose: The current rescarch analyzes the local government’s functions in
developing a village into a tourism destination.

Article history:
W Theoretical framework: Using a qualitative data interaction model as the

underpinning theoretical framework, which was presented by Miles et al. (2014),
to accomplish this, this current research conducts a componential interactive data
analysis model.

Received 30 December 2021

Accepted 07 February 2022
Design/methodology/approach: This research used Ryaas Rasyid's concepts of

Keywords: regulatory function, service function, empowerment function and development

function. These functions’ implementation was viewed from Cooper’s theory of
Government Functions; tourism object components. The research used the descriptive method with a
Development; qualitative ~ approach, applying field studies, observations, interviews, and
Tourism Village. documentation for data collection.

Findings: It has been revealed that the obstacles include: no regional regulations yet
regarding tourist villages; lack of competent human resources; lack of promotional
activities; lack of government support; lack of coordination between stakeholders;
insufficient tourism facilities and infrastructure; and lack of guidance to tourism

development actors by local governments. In overcoming it, local governments are
ﬁ making efforts to improve the quality of human resources, increase promotional
activities through the internet as well as repackage tourist attractions activities;

coordinate between sectors in planning and implementation, allocate funds to
establish appropriate tourism facilities and infrastructure; offering more guidance to
the community and tourism business actors and also allocating special funds for the
construction of road access to the Dermaji Village as a tourism destination.

Research, Practical & Social implications: The implication drawn from this
rescarch helps the researchers and stakeholders develop a Tourist Village to encourage
local development and increase the welfare and prosperity of the local community.

Originality/value: This finding found that the roles of local government, the village
government, the private sector, tourism organizations and the community have
significant in managing tourism villages.

Doi: https://doi.org/10.26668/businessreview/2022. XXXXXXX
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INTRODUCTION

Tourism sector development has been one of the primary work programs of the
Government of Indonesia, and it is meant to be sustainable development following the national
development objectives. The sector is seen as an alternative to increasing local revenue from
the non-oil and gas sector, expanding employment opportunities and absorbing the workforce.
The purpose is to encourage local development and increase the welfare and prosperity of the
people by enriching the national culture and maintaining the national personality by prioritizing
local knowledge, wisdom and values as the basis for tourism development.

Glickman & Servon (1998) defines tourism as a whole relationship and interaction
between humans who only exist temporarily in a place and that place. Hans Buchli and
Schulaland, as cited in Warpani & Warpani (2007, p. 28), further define tourism as a
“combination of various activities engaged in by people who leave their residence to a certain
area temporarily.” There is a similarity in the definition of tourism, i.e., leaving their daily
residence to go to another place for a while. Thus, the discussion of tourism will inevitably
discuss a location or space to accommodate any tourism activity.

Banyumas Regency in Central Java Province, Indonesia, is a regency with tourism
potential, from nature to educational tourism. A kind of alternative tourism referred to as a
tourist village is being developed in addition to existing nature-based attractions. This tourist
village offers tourism activities that emphasize experiential elements and active forms of
tourism that involve tourists having direct contact with the local community. By highlighting
the characteristics of the local culture, it is expected that the tourist village will be able to
compete with other destinations.

Based on information from the Banyumas Regency Tourism Office, the tourist
destinations in Banyumas Regency are mostly nature-based such as Curug Penganten in
Baturraden Sub-district; Curug Cipendok in Cilongok Sub-district; Telaga Sunyi (Silent Lake)
in Sumbang Sub-district, and Bukit Watu Meja in Kebasen Sub-district. A tourist village is a
rural village designated for tourism activities and special characteristics aimed to make it unique
tourism.

Dermaji Village in Lumbir Sub-district, Banyumas Regency, is one of the villages with
natural and local cultural potential that can be developed into a tourist village. This village can
be reached in about one hour from Purwokerto, the capital of Banyumas Regency, by road with
relatively good access to the village. Dermaji Village has beautiful nature-based tourist
destinations such as mountains and the Dermaji river. Based on the results of preliminary
observations in Dermaji Village, tourism attractions that can be developed in Dermaji Village
include:

e Curug Wanasuta (managed by Perusahaan Umum Kehutanan Negara or commonly abbreviated as
Perum Perhutani or Perhutani (a State-Owned Enterprise in the form of a Public Company (Perum)
which has the task and authority to manage state forest resources on the islands of Java and Madura)

e Naladipa Museum (managed by the village)

e Village arts, such as Ebeg, Kentongan, Lengger, and the uniqueness of acculturation of Sundanese
and Javanese arts called Sintren traditional dance, etc.

e Village Local Wisdom, such as Sedekah Bumi (a traditional ceremony that symbolizes gratitude to
God who has provided sustenance through the earth in the form of agricultural products), Rembug
Desa (one of the traditional values in the pattern of decision-making at the village level, which has
been passed down from generation to generation), and Gotong Royong or Mutual Assistance (the
term for working together to achieve a desired result), etc.

The research interest was to encourage the development of a tourist village as an
alternative option that presents the beauty of nature-based tourism and local cultural wisdom
based on the values of the heritage of local ancestors. Dermaji Village has the potential to be
developed into a Tourist Village, with political will from the local government for serving the




image10.png
function of regulation, development, empowerment, and political action from all stakeholders.

Existing data on the area indicates limited agricultural land and narrow job opportunities. For

a sustainable economic breakthrough, the Banyumas Regency Government and the Dermaji

Village authorities urgently need to create jobs and improve the village economy. Based on the

problem discussed in this research, the research questions are formulated as follows:

e What is the management perspective in developing Dermaji Village in Lumbir Sub-district,
Banyumas Regency, to become a tourist village?

e Whatare the obstacles in the management perspective in developing Dermaji Village into a tourism
village?

e How to overcome the obstacles to developing Dermaji Village into a tourism village?

LITERATURE REVIEW
Acceleration

Acceleration is increasing speed. In this research, acceleration is an increase in the speed
of integrated public transportation management in the transportation system viewed from the
process, input, output and outcome perspective.

Government Functions

Government functions generally include providing public services, regulating and
protecting the community, and developing. The duties and obligations of the government are
to make regulations on public services, development of productive resources, protect public
order and peace, preservation of socio-cultural values and national unity, development of
democratic life, achievement of justice and equity, environmental preservation, implementation
and enforce laws and regulations, supporting national development and developing social,
national and state life based on Pancasila and maintaining the integrity and sustainability of the
Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. Max Weber, as cited in Dahl (1994, p. 13), notes
that government should maintain order and enforce rules within its boundary. Ndraha (2003, p.
76) explains the functions of government as follows:

“There are two kinds of government functions, primary function and secondary. The
government’s primary function is to provide public services that are not privatized, including
defense and security and civil and bureaucratic services. Secondary function as a provider of
public needs and demands for goods and services they cannot fulfill themselves”.

Ndraha (2003, p. 73) explains secondary functions as “a function related to the public
economic, political and social conditions; the higher the standard of living, the stronger the
public bargaining position, the more integrative the public being governed becomes, and
therefore the less the secondary function of the government becomes”.

According to Ryaas Rasyid, as cited in Labolo (2006, p. 22), government functions are
divided into four: Regulation, Public service, Empowerment, and Development. The four
government functions above are the functions carried out by the government in exercising its
rights and obligations to meet public expectations regarding the ideal government behavior in
its status and position.

Tourism Concept

Spillane (1990, p. 20) notes tourism “as an activity of traveling to get pleasure, seek
satisfaction, knowing something, improving health, enjoying sports or resting, fulfilling duties,
making pilgrimages and others”. The forms of tourist visits are expressed by Spillane (1995, p.
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